In one of the hottest
military zones in the
world, Epl.- - Jana
Storozuk’s job is to keep
things cool.

Born and raised in La
Ronge, Storozuk joined
the Canadian military six
years ago. She is currently
halfway through a six-
month deployment, her
first one overseas, in the
Golan Heights region
along the border of Syria
and Israel. Storozuk and
nearly 1,000 peacekeep-
ers — Canadian, Aus-
trian, Polish. Slovak and
Japanese — are assigned
to the area as part of the
United Nations’ Disen-
gagement Observer Force
(UNDOF), with the task
of maintaining a 31-year-
old ceasefire between the
two nations. She is as-
signed to Camp Ziouani,
on the Israeli side of the
5-km long, 1- to 1.5 km
wide zone called the
“Area of Separation”.

Aside from her duties
protecting border secu-
rity, Storozuk also serves
in a professional capacity
as a refrigeration me-
chanical systems techni-
cian. In Canada, her work
involves temperature and
humidity control for base
kitchens, ice rinks, server/
telecom rooms and the
like; overseas, she said
last week during a short
trip home to La Ronge,
her services are even
more in demand.

“We’re one of the
highly sought after trades,
because you get over to
the Middle East and it’s
hot there,” Storozuk said.
“Everybody wants air
conditioning, whether it
be comfort cooling or
mandatory for equip-
ment.”

Storozuk is the only
woman in the Canadian
military working in this
trade — a fact that no doubt
caught the attention of
one Edward Rice, a fel-
low officer and refrigera-
tion technician. Rice and

Storozuk met two years
ago during a professional
training session, and soon
fell in love. Although he
was posted in Ontario and
she in Cold Lake, Alberta,
the couple maintained a
long-distance relationship
that resulted in their wed-
ding Feb. 17. Rice, who
had taken leave from his
posting at Camp Ziouani
to get married, headed out
again Feb. 18. His new
bride followed him Feb.
28 — her 27" birthday —
leaving her 10-year-old

T

daughter Mallory in La
Ronge with family.
Although the newly-
weds had to stay in sepa-
rate quarters (just 20 ft.
apart), they were able to
rely on one another not
only professionally but
also for moral and emo-
tional support. Since Rice
is now back in Canada,
having finished his de-
ployment, Storozuk will
face the pressures of be-
ing entirely separated
from family members as
she serves out the remain-
der of her deployment.

She regrets missing
out on parts of her
daughter’s life, like her
birthday in March, and
although she has taught
Mallory well about cop-
ing with separation, it
hurts to hear words like
“I’m getting used to you
leaving anyway” coming
from her daughter’s lips.
Although she is signed up
for a 20-year contract
with the army, she’s still
not sure if she’ll be able
to get all the way through
1t.

Working along the Is-
rael-Syria border has
been tough, Storozuk ac-
knowledges. “It is a great
thing to get out there and
actually see and experi-
ence (these cultures), but
it’s also hard to under-
stand why they do some
of the things they do.”

not.”

She doesn’t like the way
women are considered
second-class in Muslim-
dominated Syria, for ex-
ample, and during stops
in Israel would some-
times find herself longing
for a cheeseburger — de-
cidedly non-kosher food,
and thus not served at the
McDonald’s in Jerusa-
lem, the city where she
and Rice honeymooned in
March.

She also finds it diffi-
cult to understand the ra-
cial hatred between the
two countries. Growing
up in La Ronge, Storozuk
recalls once being ap-
proached by a native
classmate. “She told me
how I killed her buffalo
and took her land... and
I’m like, ‘I did what?!”
While the two girls are
friends even now,
Storozuk feels that racial
messages like this are
passed on from parent to
child, and she has seen the
extremes of this in Israel
and Syria.

“Thirty years this (bor-
der conflict) has been go-
ing on, and there’s a lot
of people that grow up not
knowing any different but
all the hatred between the
two,” she said. Even little
kids have absorbed this
hostility. While she was in
Jerusalem, an Arab tod-
dler began following the
U.N. vehicle, crying. The
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Jana Storozuk is stationed on the
border between Israel and Syria
along with peacekeepers from
Japan, Poland, Slovakia and
Australia. She has found the
experience to be an eye-opener.
“That was shocking to me,”
Storozuk said. “You think at six
years old or three years old, they’re
young and innocent, but they’re

group stopped, and while
the tour guide was talking
to the toddler, a six-year-
old Jewish girl walked by
and said, “Oh, it doesn’t
matter, just let her die.
She’s Arab anyway.”
“That was shocking to
me,” Storozuk said. ““You
think at six years old or

When it comes to real estate, we take care of
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Great investment oppartunity for the right
person. Call us for details. Asking
$399,000.

i

4800 sq. ft. office space, fully leased out.
good investment for the right person. Call
for details. Asking $240,000

This home is situated on a large lot with
views of the lake. Many features of this

home and shop make it a unique set up for |

the right person. Asking $299,000.

12.5 Acres at Potato Lake.
Building site cleared, roadway in,
ready to start building your
dream home. $42,000.
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Storozuk patrols 31-year border of conflict

three years old, they’re
young and innocent, but
they’re not.”

Storozuk has also been
disturbed by the eco-
nomic contrasts between
the two countries — third-
world Syria, where
homes are built of rock
and sheet metal, children
herd sheep down the
streets and a blowing gar-
bage bag is sarcastically
referred to as “the na-
tional flower”; and Israel,
with its fast food restau-
rants, cellphones and
fancy cars. The peace-
keepers are taught to stay
neutral and impartial, but
it’s tough to turn a blind
eye to a little Syrian beg-
ging for water, and some-
times a bottle or two does
end up passing out of
Storozuk’s hands into that
of a child.

“I’ve got to turn my
mind off and try not to
relate it to my child, be-
cause once [ start doing
that, emotions will get the
best of you, and it’s not a

place you want to be
breaking down emotion-
ally,” she said. Instead,
like her daughter,
Storozuk finds ways of
coping: a hard run, a
phone call, music in her
headphones, a commit-
ment to doing her job, and
the knowledge that she’s
making a difference. Plus,
in three months, she will
be going home.

And when she does,
her husband, daughter
and parents will be wait-
ing to welcome her back.
“There’s definitely a cer-
tain amount of pride (in
what she’s doing),” said
Storozuk’s mom Karen.

Even so, she worries.
“When you hear of things
happening in Israel... you
take it to heart, because
your child is there,” she
said. “No matter how old
they get, they’re still your
baby.”

Carmen Pauls
Orthner for The North-

erner
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Northern Village of Air Ronge
ATTENTION

AIR RONGE RESIDENTS

There will be no residential Garbage Pick-up Services
in Air Ronge on Canada Day, July 1, 2005.

The garbage will be picked up on Tuésday, JuI_K B
Happy Birthday, Canada!
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LA RONGE
PROPERTIES

l Dave Longpre

425-9282

Lakeview property on La Ronge Ave. This is a
large lot with good building site and a great view
of the lake. Fully serviced. Asking $68,000.

0.
ASTICALLY REDUCED

$136,000.

Wit

Very attractive home, open desi

n, oak

g
cupboards, family room. Three large
bedrooms upstairs, separate laundry

Recently renovated, this home has lots of
room for a growing family. Close to schools,

4 fully finished basement with 2 bedrooms

in lower level. Asking $159,900

room. Close to schools. Asking $240,000.

Ideal home for a large family. 6 bedrooms,
open kitchen, upstairs laundry. Large

fenced yard. Garage has shop areain rear.

General revenue property. C/w one

Insulated and wired. Asking $155,000.

bedroom suite in lower level. Located
downtown, close to all amenities. 24 x 28
detached garage/shop. Asking $92,000

LOT FOR SALE

C/w basement in place.
Asking $11,000.

Located beside The Northerner on La Ronge Ave.
visit us at: www.larongeproperties.com
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