Vets snip for free in remote centre

Remote communities in northern Sas-
katchewan could soon receive veterinary
services to.curb the numbers of unwanted
dogs and cats roaming the streets.

The new initiative, Saskatchewan

Remote Area Veterinary Services, was
born out of Lt. Gov. Lynda Haverstock’s
concern over the spread of animal-borne
disease and attacks by wild dogs, which
she has seen during her visits to the North
over the last few years. Many pet own-
ers can not afford to take their animals
to La Ronge, which itself only receives
veterinary services on a rotating basis
from a Saskatoon-based veterinarian.

“It becomes abundantly clear that it
is really impossible for people to access

Lt. Gov. Lynda Haverstock helped create a remote area
spay/neuter program, that will hopefully reduce unwanted
animals in northern communities.

care for their animals. They care about
their animals, but what do you do?”
Haverstock said. “You end up with doz-
ens and dozens of animals... and they
become a menace.” '

With that in mind, Haverstock ap-
proached Dr. Lesley Sheppard, a veteri-
narian in Regina, and proposed a solu-
tion: a remote area spay and neuter pro-
gram, complemented by community
education and animal vaccinations.

Sheppard quickly committed to the

project, and formed a team of volunteers,
including her professional colleagues,
Drs. Greg and Karen Harasen and vet-
erinary technician Michelle Scherr, and

-fwo professors from the College of Vet-
“erinary’ Medicine in Saskatoon, Drs.

Tanya Duke and Kathy Linn.

The team gleaned ideas from a simi-
lar program in the United States, where
groups of veterinarians, technicians, vet-
erinary students and volunteers travel to
different reserves or remote areas. Do s,

cats and horses are examined, treated for
parasites, vaccinated and then spayed or
neutered if they are healthy enough. This
program has grown into an international

- effort running year round.

After discussions with the Lac La
Ronge Indian Band, the team travelled
to Stanley Mission on Sept. 7 to test the
plan. A one-day event was arranged at
the local health clinic, with several rooms
set aside in the back for admitting and .
recovery, while surgeries were per-
formed in the nurses’ office. Drugs, rub-
ber gloves, kennels and surgical equip-
ment were all donated. '

Continued on page 3



Veterinarians visit Stanley Mission

for test project on pet care

Continued from page 1

Drs. Duke and Linn brought along three students
from the vet college to assist with receiving and ad-
mitting the furry patients, counselling

gery if I’d let him have a scalpel.... He was an amaz-

ing surgical assistant.”

Linn discovered her passion for animal care by get- -

ting a similar hands-on experience at a vet clinic in
junior high, and she knows how much

their owners, anesthetizing the animals
who were to be spayed or neutered, and
assisting the animals in the recovery pe-
riod. Clinic staff, such as health direc-
tor Wilfred McKenzie and nurse Doris
Staflund, helped out behind the scenes.

“It was pretty
exciting for me
because | got to

such an experience can shape career
decisions. She and Dr. Sheppard both
spoke highly of the decision to involve
the local students, as a way for the stu-
dents to explore career options and
spark an interest in science. It obvi-

In addition, the team recruited 20 ‘help (?Ut the ) ously worked for Kieffer Roberts,
young volunteers, students from Rhoda ~ community. I’'d like who said he would like to be a re-
Hardlotte Memorial Keethanow High h search scientist, but veterinary medi-

A : to see the ; ‘ h ;
School, to serve as surgical assistants. ) ] cine would be a good choice, too.
They unwrapped and handed instru- VeteArmananS come “It was pretty exciting for me be-
ments to the surgeons, and helped back.” cause I got to help out the commu-
shave the animals and insert catheters. — Kieffer Roberts, nity,” said Roberts, who is troubled

Dr. Sheppard also spent time at the high
school educating students about animal
care.

Gr. 8 student

that so many dogs are shot as a means
of controlling Stanley Mission’s ani-
mal population. “I’d like to see the

The free event was advertised
throughout the community, and as a result, the team
spent a marathon day (8 a.m. to 7 p.m.) vaccinating
and/or operating on 47 dogs and one cat. While the vet
students were getting hands-on experience working in
less-than-ideal conditions with small animals, and gain-
ing confidence and efficiency as they worked, the lo-
cal youth were putting their brains and hands to work
as well.

As Haverstock pointed out, many of the youth from
Stanley Mission have worked on their parents’ traplines,
developing the dexterity and quick thinking that is
needed in working with animals. “If they can do that
(work a trapline), they can spay and neuter,” she said.
“They were the perfect kids to do this.”

Dr. Linn, who was one of two vets performing the
surgeries, was also deeply impressed with the students,
notably a Gr. 8 student named Kieffer Roberts. “He
was just a joy,” Linn said. “He would have done sur-

veterinarians come back, because not
all of them (local residents) brought their animals.”

Over the next few months, Dr. Sheppard will be rais-
ing money for new permanent equipment for the pro-
gram, and contacting other communities about the pos-
sibility of ongoing vet care in the North.

Another clinic in Stanley Mission is already under
discussion. “It’s been extremely satisfying... and it’s
been a big team effort” to get this program going, Dr.
Sheppard said.

In addition to all the educational benefits, “it’s valu-
able in terms of the health of the animals,” Sheppard
said. “For some of these pets, it’s a hard life,” with a
shortage of food, no control over pregnancy, and the
scrapping and fighting common amongst wild animals.
“By starting a program like this, we can help prevent a
lot of unwanted animals.” -
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o The Java Shack!

Treat yourself to
a little luxury
Specializing in: today!
- World Class Gourmet Coffees & Teas
- Real Italian-style Espressos, Lattés
& Cappuccinos

- Decadent Specialty Drinks
- Catered Gourmet Baking & more

Open Thursday & Friday until 9 pm!
Soup & Sandwich Special Daily
\ 11amto 2 pm )

Christmas Sale
Monday, November 8th

|355 5:00 - 8:00 pm
at 939 Sinotte Cres.

by Jo-Anne La "Ronge :
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Ready to Serve the North 1-800-561-4357

for Business, Corporations, Organizations & Estates

@ 712 La Ronge Avenue
(same building as Watts Insurance)

Please phone us @ 425-5525 for your acco(tjmting/
audits

25 years in Public Practice with a great team

WHITROW, STOBBS & ASSOCIATES
=  ACCOUNTANTS :

RELIABLE ADVICE & SOLUTIONS
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